Fore word

MY friend, Mr. P. Kodanda Rao (of the Servants of India Society,
Poona) has asked me to write a brief Foreword to his book on
East v. West. I had the pleasure of reading it both in MS. and in
proof. I feel that its learned and methodical analysis of the blanket
terms East and West, and the many misleading ways in which this
distinction is developed to the detriment of human unity and justice,
is a serious and valuable contribution to this most interesting and
urgent problem.

Till a few centuries ago there was nothing fundamental to dis-
tinguish the West from the East. The two have fertilized each other
from the beginnings of history. Persia and Greece, India and Greece,
Palestine and Europe remind us of cultural contacts. Differences
there have been but they were by no means racial or geographical.
They were not differences in essentials but only in the distribution
of emphasis and so there has been no fundamental conflict between
civilizations. Mysticism, unworldliness are frequently to be met
with in the West while feverish energy, unscrupulousness and
worldliness are not absent in China and India. Respect for human
personality, mercy to the poor and the sick, law and justice for all
men are spiritual values which flourish in the West, even though
for the moment they might be obscured in central Europe, and
it will not be fair to characterize the West as commercial and
material. Unfortunately, it was in the East the West has seemed
*to be more selfish than spiritual, for it has come to us with assump-
tions of superiority which are backed by mechanized militarism
and technological power.

My faith is that human nature is everywhere the same and it has
developed in different ways, determined by the factors of geography
and history. Now that the world has been drawn together by the
forces of science and economics, there is need for understanding.
I am not arguing for an eclectic synthesis but for an understanding